
Service and carbon monoxide testing 
Taps, Toilets, Hot Water Systems and 

all your general plumbing needs.

PlumbingPlumbing
0499 259 080

Simon James

Gas appliance repairsGas appliance repairs
Real Estate Agents

77 Princes Hwy,
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admin@strzeleckirealty.com.au
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www.amgelectrical.com.au
Switchboard upgrades, LED Lighting 

replacement. Breakdown service 24/7.
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MARIANNE IS CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Marianne Tyler is Tr-

afalgar’s Citizen of 
the Year for 2022.

Marianne is a valued Tra-
falgar citizen, known well for 
her long service as a volun-
teer with many local organ-
isations. A friendly, dedicat-
ed community person, she 
has earned the respect and 
friendship of many commu-
nity groups.

As a Trafalgar Lions Club 
member for 18 years, Mari-
anne has received the Mel-
vin Jones Fellowship and 
the Win Tyquin awards, ac-
knowledging her exemplary 
humanitarian efforts.

This has included leader-
ship service and consistent 
coordination and manage-
ment of fundraising activi-
ties for Lions Club projects 
and Andrews House.

Marianne is an active 
member of Trafalgar Opp 
Shop and Trafalgar Ceme-
tery Trust, and has given her 
time to support the Trafalgar 
High School’s boys cooking 
program, plus the Youth Re-
source Centre and Trafalgar 
Boxing Gym fundraising ef-

forts.
Her consistent commit-

ment and participation are 
commendable and highly re-
garded.

When told of the award, 
Marianne was very excited, 
and said, “I want to thank my 
family, Bob, my husband, and 
children Jarrod and Raina, 
the volunteers at the Lions 
Club and Trafalgar Opp Shop 
for helping me and mak-
ing Traf a wonderful place 
to live. I also thank all of the 
friends I have made here”. 

“People make a commu-
nity; without them we have 
nothing. Thanks to those 
who nominated me; you 
don’t realise what friends 
mean to you until something 
like this happens”.

Marianne went on to say 
that she loves Trafalgar and 
the way its residents help 
each other in times of need, 
especially now.

“I love selling raffle tick-
ets.  You get to meet so many 
people not only from Traf, 
but people passing through 
and I love to talk, so it’s great 
fun. 

“Doing the Andrews 
House Christmas barbecue 
for the Lions and with the Tr-
afalgar Fire Brigade dressed 
up as Santa and his helpers 
are two of the highlights of 
my year.  Selling raffle tick-
ets for the Andrews House 
Christmas raffle is another”.

Marianne concluded by 
saying Traf is a great place to 
live.

Previous Trafalgar Aus-
tralia Day award recipients 
are:
• 2005 Dr William Fergu-

son (posthumous), Judy 
Bishop

• 2006 Mick Bourke (2014 
awarded OAM), Doro-
thy Hoare (2010 awarded 
OAM)

• 2007 No award
• 2008 Ray Harris, Ernie 

Taylor (posthumous)
• 2009 Walter Sholl, Eileen 

Sholl
• 2010 Frank Gridley,  

Helen Robinson
• 2011 Sheila Ferguson 

(posthumous), Darren 
Wallace

• 2012 Dr James Brown 
(2014 awarded OAM), Tif- Trafalgar’s 2022 Citizen of the Year, Marianne Tyler, with her award

CFA declares Fire Danger Period for Baw Baw Shire

The CFA-declared Fire 
Danger Period has 
commenced.

 The Fire Danger 
Period started at 1am on 
Monday, January 10 2022. 

Baw Baw Shire residents 
and property owners should 
ensure their property is well 
prepared and bushfire risk 
is minimised in anticipation 
of the upcoming fire season. 

When the Fire Danger 

Period has been declared 
across the municipality, fire 
restrictions will come into 
force. During this period a 
written permit from the CFA 
is required to burn in the 
open air with some condi-
tions in place. 

Council’s Fire Hazard In-
spection Program is in place 
to ensure properties across 
the shire do not pose a risk 
to community safety. The 

program that is currently 
underway focuses on pro-
tecting homes and buildings 
by reducing fuel loads in line 
with CFA guidelines. 

As part of its legal ob-
ligations, council under-
takes annual assessments 
throughout the shire and 
where necessary, issues Fire 
Prevention Notices to prop-
erties deemed a fire risk. 
The notices direct property 

owners or occupiers to re-
move or clean up vegetation 
or other combustible mate-
rials on their land. 

Reducing the vegetation 
from around the property is 
one of the most important 
things residents can do to 
minimise fire risk. Tidying 
leaves, twigs, bark and other 
undergrowth, and cutting 
long grass and weeds, should 
be the focus of any prepara-

tion and maintenance work 
to reduce fuel loads. 

Residents can use their 
green waste bins or organise 
a drop off at one of council’s 
transfer stations. Addition-
ally, residents can seek help 
from contractors to assist 
with maintaining their 
properties. 

When travelling through 
the region this summer 
period, all visitors are re-

minded to take note of fire 
restrictions in force relating 
to campfires and barbecues. 

For more information 
about the Fire Danger Pe-
riod visit the CFA website. A 
list of frequently asked ques-
tions about council’s Fire 
Hazard Inspection Program 
can be found on the council 
website.

fany Viney, Sarah Hartnell 
(Youth Award)

• 2013 Jean Huffer, Lau-
rie Huffer, Zac Wallace 
(Youth Award)

• 2014 Jackie Neale, Geor-
gia Farrell (Youth Award)

• 2015 Robin Sefton, 
Glenn Rodda, Lydia Jacka 
(Youth Award)

• 2016 Mark Judd, Troy 
Oates (Youth Award)

• 2017 Billie Pilch, Glenys 

Brennan, Michael Bren-
nan, William Hornstra 
(Youth Award)

• 2018 Ray James (2018 
awarded OAM)

• 2019 Bill Ringin, Liam 
White (Youth Award)

• 2020 David ‘Wombat’ Ly-
ons

• 2021 Peter Farmer, Coo-
per Burgess (Youth Award)
Presentation of the award 

was previously held as part 

of the Battle of Trafalgar Fes-
tival, however, the Trafalgar 
Community Development 
Association, who is responsi-
ble for the award, decided in 
2007 to have it as part of the 
Australia Day celebrations.

Consequently, no award 
was presented in that year; 
it being held over for a few 
months until Australia Day 
2008.
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Trafalgar
Self Storage

• Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar 

Call Strzelecki Realty 
Ph: 5633 2858

Managing Agent:

On December 5 2020 
I had the privilege of 
a�ending the launch 

of Rodney Williams new 
book of poems, titled ‘Two 
Runs Alongside the Island’. 

This is a small book con-
taining 25 poems but can 
touch right down in your soul 
with its words. If you didn’t 
have any compassion for the 
environment or the margin-
alised people, with the fo-
cus on migration, then a�er 
reading this you certainly 
should, or you never will. 

So our local talent is not 
just limited to one book or 
to the local district, with 
Rodney Williams poetry ap-
pearing in Blue Dog, Mascara 
Literary Review, Overland, 
Right Now, Southerly and 
Stylus, Adelaide Literary 
Magazine (NYC), and Antipo-
des (USA) and Poetry New 
Zealand. Previously pub-
lished through Ginninderra 
Press his books include: A 
Bird-Loving Man (2013), In 
That Dusty Rear-View Mir-
ror (2015) and Love Showing 
Here Now (2019).

Rod started writing po-
ems at age 15 and expresses 
in his foreword that he had 
more luck in building a book-
case. I am for one extremely 
glad he never gave up on his 
passion and continued to 
write. This brings me to how 
I know Rod. I worked in a 
coffee shop in Trafalgar and 
Rod and his wife Meg would 
come in for coffee, Rod would 
have his beloved laptop with 
him and would order a large 
hot flat white. Now I could 
never understand how peo-
ple drink their coffee so hot, 
I personally like mine ready 
to drink like I need it now, 
but a�er watching Rod for 
a while I understood the re-

quirement for hot coffee. 
Rod was immersed in his 

laptop, writing away, I think 
the coffee was lucky to get a 
sip every five minutes. I was 
always curious as to what he 
was writing and this went 
on for about a year and one 
day I had the courage to ask 
Rod what it was he was so in-
trigued in.  

I sure am glad I did ask 
and I went on to be lucky 
enough to be invited to at-
tend the recent book launch. 
I don’t know a lot about Rod 
except he is a pleasant, pas-
sionate person whom I en-
joyed having in my presence, 
along with Meg his wife, so I 
am going to add a piece from 
Peter Cooke who has known 
Rod for 30 years, this will give 
you an insight into Rodney’s 
writing. 

If you have a love for po-
etry, in which I had no idea 
how many different styles 
there are, please do your-
self a favour and buy one 
of his books. Books can be 
purchased online through 
the Ginninderra Press web-
site, at the Yarragon gallery 
at the railway station, Arts 
Space 1 at Trafalgar railway 
station and also the BBAA 
tent at the Warragul mar-
ket on the third Saturday of 
the summer months. You 
can also find them online 
through Booktopia, Angus 
and Robertson, Barnes and 
Noble and yes the store we all 
would really like to visit one 
day - Walmart.    

I would also like to thank 
Baw Baw Arts Alliance for 
having the launch in such a 
beautiful environment. You 
can visit the gallery at Yarra-
gon and browse or purchase 
some incredible pieces. Also 
thank you to Peter Cooke 

who gave us an insight into 
who Rod really is and Shar-
ryn Marshall (The “Mrs Cloo-
ney”) who gave his poetry 
a voice. Sharryn is a drama 
teacher, well-known local ac-
tor and a very bubbly person 
whom I also had the pleasure 
of making coffee for. I also 
assume that Rod’s lovely wife 
Meg has been there to sup-
port him and for this I say 
thank you because person-
ally it is hard in life without 
the right support and en-
couragement along the way.  

There was one piece in 
particular that struck me to 
the core and gave me goose-
bumps all over, this was ti-
tled ‘Razor Wire Childhood’. 
Now my ignorance to Christ-
mas Island has definitely 
been put into perspective 
and as I looked at the picture 
that was drawn by a li�le girl 
on Christmas Island, it spoke 
1000 words to me. 

The poem was inspired 
by the image a�ached to this 
piece and was found in an on-
line report about the poten-
tial psychological and emo-
tional harm to be done to 
young people being held (be-
hind razor wire) as asylum 
seekers on Christmas Island. 
This picture was used as evi-
dence for a Royal Commis-
sion. I certainly have found 
a compassion I never knew 
I had for any person who 
would find it be�er to risk 
their life then to stay in their 
own country. We can stop for 
a minute and remember how 
blessed we are and maybe 
think about the restrictions 
we have now with COVID and 
think ourselves lucky this is 
not an everyday occurrence. 
Some countries live with 
male dominance, war, fam-
ine, poverty, lack of health, 

education and protection 
for children. Children are 
denied a fair chance for no 
reason other then the coun-
try, gender or circumstances 
into which they were born. 
So please don’t talk to me 
about COVID and our loss of 
right, go and visit some other 
countries and come back and 
have a chat with me then. 

The poem is short and 
direct and can touch your 
heart when you read it and 
look at the picture. 

RAZOR WIRE  
CHILDHOOD

Before a Royal Commis-
sion one sketch:

this girl’s face
behind bars
her hair and clothes
black
all her tears
from blue eyes 
bleeding red
without yuletide
gi�s at Christmas
Island
no ma�er
the faith to which she was 
born there was just
one present she’d prayed
for
The next piece of this ar-

ticle was wri�en by Peter 
Cooke  

I have known Rod for 30 
years as a colleague, as a fel-
low writer and as a friend. 
We met in 1991 at Trafalgar 
High School when Rod came 
to us from Rosebud Second-
ary College. We were both 
English teachers. 

Rod and I meet regularly 
in one of the coffee lounges 
in Trafalgar to share ideas 
and to explore our writing. 
His advice has been incisive 
and critical, and, in the best 
possible way, constructive. 
Rod was a colleague and 

more importantly, the teach-
er of my children. It was a 
great honor to take part in 
launching Rod’s latest col-
lection. Rod’s writing deals 
both with the personal and 
with highlighting issues. The 
section headings of this li�le 
booklet reflect the range and 
diversity of his interests: The 
environment, human rights, 
relationships, ageing and the 
creative process. 

This collection marks the 
50th anniversary of Rodney’s 
life as a poet. His work is 
“sharp in focus, never dri�-
ing,” as is all Rod’s work. 
Across this book Rod ex-
periments with a range of 
traditional western poetic 
forms, with him enjoying the 
challenges involved. Rod has 
also previously explored the 
Japanese traditional short 
poetic forms of Haiku and 
Tanka, with Haiku on the 
acceptance on transience 
as a quiet, meditative form 
of poetry, with Tanka o�en 
on a theme of love. From 
Haiku and Tanka, Rod has 
embraced enjambment, he 
continues a statement from 
one line to the next with-
out pause, to keep his ideas 
twisting beyond the ends of 
the lines. Rodney also writes 
free verse, o�en with a focus 
on personal themes and the 
natural environment. 

The next piece of the ar-
ticle contains words from 
Rod himself. It is about the 
poem and the title of this 
book, “Two Runs Alongside 
the Island”. 

People have asked me 
about the meaning of this 
poem as a title piece for this 
new book. I took the front 
cover photo from the ferry 
at San Remo on Father’s Day 
with my wife Meg and mak-

ing our way down the east 
coast of Phillip Island, past a 
pair of fur seals, beyond Cape 
Woolamai, out into Bass 
Strait.

So that was one ‘run 
alongside the island’. But the 
first happened before we got 
there, with me seeing a fox 
being harassed by a pair of 
ravens, driving it from the 
field in broad daylight, diving 
in hard to peck at its shoul-
der and head.

With foxes a predator and 
ravens being scavengers, it 
made me think about age-
ing, and life and death, on Fa-
ther’s Day. With our kids not 
able to join us, I was the only 
one brave enough - or silly 
enough- to stay right out at 
the bow of the boat, despite 
the wind and swell, wanting 
to make the most of things. 
As well as that, what I’m also 
trying to say here is that we 
can make ‘two runs’ in other 
ways, looking at different is-
sues from two angles, as vari-
ous poems do in this book.

I have also had yet anoth-
er li�le poetry booklet pub-
lished, called ‘Case Moth and 
Other Verse’. This is through 
Ginninderra Press, in their 
Picaro Poets series. This 
book includes 18 pieces, both 
old and new, showing a vari-
ety of approaches in poetry. 
This can also be purchased at 
the local outlets mentioned 
in the article previously. 

Indeed my deepest appre-
ciation goes to the Art Alli-
ance, Sharryn, Peter and his 
wife Isabel and my own wife 
Meg.

Local talent Rodney Williams 
By Shona Vines 

A young girls view on paper from Christmas Island.

Rodney Williams, Sharryn Marshall and Peter Cooke at the 
launch. 

Rod reading his poem entitled ‘Text From a Twin Gulfs Road 
Trip’. 
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1983, the year we moved 
to Trafalgar, my dad 
was vice principal at the 

primary school and the Edu-
cation Department house 
in town was available so we 
moved from up the highway 
in Darnum to Contingent St 
right in the middle of town.

I was firmly entrenched 
at Warragul High School 
and wanted to continue my 
school days there so this 
meant catching the bus each 
day from outside the Crite-
rion Hotel.

My mum would drive her 
VW Bug past us each morn-
ing to work in Warragul, this 
meant we could hear her 
coming and could quickly 
hide our Winnie Reds and 
give here a wave as she ticked 
past.

The characters were nu-
merous on the bus. There 
was me for starters, then 
there were kids with names 
like Murch, Sax, Hodgey and 
my great mate Greeneggs.

The bus had a reputa-
tion it richly deserved. For 
25 minutes in the morning 
and a�ernoon it was a wild 
ride of stacks on in the back 
seat, cricket in the aisle and 
windows open a�er some-
one, (usually yours truly), 
who had a big lunch at the 
school caf or a roast the night 
before.

A few kids were kicked 
off at times for various mis-
demeanours, screwing up 
paper and throwing it out the 
emergency rear window onto 
an unsuspecting car behind 
us, or a displaying of ones 
derrière. One particular oc-
casion this caused a motor-
ist to pull the bus over and a 
Kangaroo Court to be in ses-
sion.

Mums VW became a taxi 
for one young bloke for a 
week as he was kicked off 
the bus for a serious breach 
of the rules (what rules?). I 
reckon to this day he goes out 
of his way to say hello to her.  
Good times.

During this time Traf was 
a town of a few thousand, 

with a small amount of com-
merce around Contingent 
St and the Princes Highway. 
Most people knew one an-
other. That might be a chat in 
the street, a polite wave from 
across the road or a chat with 
the lads outside The Comfort 
Station. 

A lot of my social activity 
took place on a Friday and 
Saturday night at the servo 
on the highway where a few 
mates would congregate and 
chat with the a�endant Carlo 
for a few hours until he told 
us to nick off or we headed 
home to watch Rage. 

He had the ho�est car 
in Traf circa 1984, a Red SS 
Commodore. The envy of 
many. Lovely bloke too.

It was a case of entertain 
yourself in those days. On 
one occasion, late at night, 
we took several spanners 
down to the town sign on the 
Moe side and a�empted to 
take it apart. That thing was 
bolted down like it was the 
Crown Jewels, nobody was 
taking it! 

A Sunday a�ernoon was 
usually spent down at the 
Fish & Chip shop marvelling 
at one of the local lads mas-
tery of Galaga as he reached 
Stage 26 on this classic video 
game of the 80s. Chips were 
literally ‘cheap as chips” back 
then so minimum chips was 
plenty to get you by for the af-
ternoon. Then it was usually 
home for the Army Reserve 
Cup footy on the telly in the 
winter or a cricket one dayer 
in the summer. 

I le� for the big smoke 
at the end of 1985 when I 
finished high school, only 
spending three years in Traf 
but boy what a big three 
years they were. Mum and 
Dad still live in town and 
have never had any intention 
of leaving in their 38 years. 
An annual winter escape up 
to Maroochydore to thaw out 
for a month but then dads 
bowls season would start so 
it was back to Traf.

I live in the United States 
theses days and visits home 

are few and far between. 
Mum and dad and many 
other family and friends 
have visited us over the years 
which is a joy having them 
with us albeit for a short pe-
riod. 

In June last year Mum 
turned 80 and I made the trip 
out to Australia to celebrate 
it with her and our family.

A�er two weeks in hotel 
quarantine I made my way 
to Traf. As I have done in the 
past, before I drove up Con-
tingent St, I stopped by the 
take away place on the high-
way, next to the newsagents 
for a couple of potato cakes 
and a few dimmys - some-
thing I don’t find anywhere 
in the States so this was a 
huge treat.

This place is one of the 
‘new’ places in town. It has 
probably been there for 20 
years but in the 80s the fish 
and chip shop was pre�y 
much the only take away 
available. Today, the fish 
and chip shop still exists in 
the same shopfront under 
a different name and it has 
probably been through many 
owners since the old days. A 
stalwart of the town. 

I cannot remember where 
a coffee was available in town 
back in the 80s but I was hap-
pily spoilt for choice when 
I visited. Traf has created a 
cafe culture that is of a high 
standard, rivalling anywhere 
in Victoria. Each morning 
I would take a walk around 
town and would take turns 
visiting each of the great ca-
fes on offer. Each patronised 
clearly by regular customers 
which is a great thing to see 
in a time when many small 
businesses have closed down 
due to COVID. 

We celebrated Mums 80th 
at Sampson’s Bar & Grill, the 
restaurant that sits in the 
former milk bar halfway up 
Contingent St. It was always 
a good one to visit back in the 
80s as it was quiet and always 
had plenty of footy cards for 
sale, giving young collectors 
a chance of nabbing a rar-

ity. It has had a few different 
businesses reside in it over 
the years since I lived in town 
and the current one seems to 
be a pre�y good quality es-
tablishment.

On my visit home I would 
take a walk around town in 
the morning and late a�er-
noon. What probably took 
about half an hour to do now 
takes well over an hour just 
to walk the eastern side of 
town and the same with the 
western side. 

Former farmland is now a 
plethora of modern housing 
with many seeing the ben-
efits of a quality lifestyle in 
Trafalgar. 

There is a Collingwood 
Drive, which I always made 
sure I walked down being a 
big fan of the mighty Mag-
pies!

Trafalgar Primary School 
was at the time a post mod-
ern marvel in the late 70s 
but like much architecture 
of that period it hasn’t aged 
well, but is still an important 
centre of learning.

The Brutalist styling of the 
former Narracan Shire of-
fices still sit in their place on 
the highway, as does the old 
church on the corner which 
is vacant and looks like it 
has been for a fair while. I re-
member it was briefly a res-
taurant many years ago. 

A great success story from 
the school bus has been 
Grant Fowler Signs which 
Grant started a�er finish-
ing school and hasn’t looked 
back - a very talented man. It 
would be interesting to see 
where many of those lads 
from the bus ended up and 
where they are today.

Other observations in-
cluded the railway station 
which appears to be an art 
gallery which, as an artist 
myself, is a great inclusion to 
the community. The swarm 
of high school students 
crossing the highway and up 
to the school wasn’t a vision 
in the 80s. Many kids travel-
ling to what is clearly a highly 
rated high school - great to 

Memories of Traf
By Andrew Burt from Armonk, New York

see. 
The Trafalgar Tennis 

Club, of which I was a B Grade 
and A Reserve player (even 
an emergency for A Grade 
once!), has had a significant 
upgrade since my days. The 
log cabin style of rooms are 
long gone, replaced by a sol-
id looking building for the 
members to enjoy an a�er 
match Tim Tam and a cuppa. 

In my days the legendary 
Molly Ryan use to coordinate 
the teams, riding her bike 
around the corner to make 
sure we all behaved our-
selves - something that didn’t 
always happen. Great days 
those.

One thing that hasn’t 
stopped is the Friday night 
raffle down at the Bowling 

Club. My Dad has been an 
office bearer at times and a 
member for decades and has 
probably won the equivalent 
of a hundred head of ca�le 
in meat trays over the years. 
A great tradition that hasn’t 
gone by the wayside and an 
important social club for the 
people of the town.

I don’t get home to Traf a 
lot as the tyranny of distance 
doesn’t allow it to happen 
much and the past 18 months 
has made it virtually impos-
sible. I am glad I was able to 
visit to see the changes that 
have taken place to the town, 
in my mind for the be�er, 
and of course to see mum 
and dad - and my old mate 
Greeneggs! 

Andrew Burt, now living in the USA, during his days with the 
Trafalgar Tennis Club. 

VOX–POP
What do you 
love about  
Trafalgar?” By Kyen Jenkins Rena Spark 

“All the transport and the 
close hospitals”

Ena Dudfeld  
“Because it is a friendly 
li�le town” 

Jye Nooy 
"It is a quiet and peaceful 
area” 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Trafalgar 
Wednesdays:  10.00am Quiet Service of Holy  
  Communion by Extension 10.45:  
  Cuppa n conversation

  3.30 -5.00pm JAFFAS

Fridays:  Youth Group is in recess

Sundays:  9.30am Holy Communion & Sunday   
  School on 1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays  
  Family Service on 3rd Sunday of   
  month

  9.30am Combined Parish Service on   
  5th Sunday

St Mark’s Church, Thorpdale 
Mondays: 3.30 -5pm JAFFAS

Sundays:  11.00am Holy Communion - 1st & 3rd  
  Sunday of each month

St Mark’s Church, Yarragon 
Sundays:  8.30 Holy Communion, 1st, 2nd, & 4th  
  Sundays Prayer, Praise & Proclamation  
  on 3rd Sunday

  JAFFAS is in recess

CATHOLIC PARISH
Father Bernard Buckley, Phone 5633 1166

UNITING CHURCH
Rev Moira Dodsworth
Phone 0447 957 772

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev Anne Perryman, Phone  0493 088 370
or trafalgaranglican1@gmail.com

THORPDALE  
WESLEYAN  
METHODIST  
CHURCH
Rev Frank Lees, 
Phone 5634 6413 or 5633 2758

St John’s Trafalgar, 54 Waterloo Road
Saturday Night Mass: 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 10.00am 2nd & 4th Sundays 
 St Jarlaths Yarragon
 10.00am 1st, 3rd & 5th  
 Sunday

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Trafalgar 
Service times 9.15am Sunday, 2nd and 4th Sunday 
  of each month 
Sunday School 9.15am 2nd Sunday of the month 
Coffee & Chat        Thursdays 10.00am 

St David’s Uniting Church, Yarragon 
Service times 9.15am Sunday - 1st & 3rd Sunday 
  of each month 

Contemporary      5.00pm on the 4th Sunday of each   
  month with shared tea to follow

St Stephens Darnum 
Service times  11.00am on 2nd and 4th Sunday 
  of each month

Please direct inquiries to Dee Crosby Phome 0409 933 104

Every Sunday: 10am

Sunday School:  (During service)

Bible studies:  Thursday evenings

Remember When
Compiled By Jack McDonald from newspapers held in 
the Trafalgar and District Historical Society Archives

THE TRAFALGAR, YARRA-
GON & YALLOURN NEWS, 

FEBRUARY 1932
11 FEBRUARY – CONCERT 
AT THORPDALE SOUTH

The concert held at Thor-
pdale South on 30 January in 
aid of the ‘Children’s Wing’ at 
the West Gippsland Hospital 
at Warragul, proved a wonder-
ful success and appreciation 
of every item was expressed in 
no uncertain manner by a par-
ticularly large audience.

Rarely has Gippsland had 
the opportunity of listening to 
such a galaxy of talented art-
ists, such as appeared on the 
stage on this occasion. Danc-
ing concluded a most enjoy-
able evening.

RIFLE SHOOTING 
A team of riflemen from 
the Drouin Rifle Club paid a 
visit to Trafalgar on Saturday 
last when a match was fired 
against the local club over the 
500 and 600 yard distance 
(457/548 metres).

W Burgess and S McIntyre 
from the Trafalgar club were 
the top individual scorers. 
Overall the visitors proved 
victorious on the day by three 
points.

18 FEBRUARY – YARRA-
GON PURE STOCK CLUB
The Annual Field Day and 
Display of the Yarragon Pure 
Stock Club was held at the 
school ground on Monday, 
15th inst. There was a splen-
did a£endance and the day 
was ideal for the display of 
stock.

The club now possesses 
31 head of stock, comprising 
Ayrshire, Jersey and Illawarra 
Shorthorns.

The young farmers had 
their stock in excellent con-
dition and displayed a sound 
knowledge of ringcra¤, the 
pedigree of their animals, and 
the cost of rearing them.

25 FEBRUARY – RETIRING 
SCHOOL TEACHER

Mr Edwin Mann, head 
teacher of the Trafalgar East 
State School retired from the 
Department on Friday last, 
19th inst. a¤er having served 
42 and a half years as a school 
teacher.

Ron McCrorey appropri-
ately spoke on behalf of the 
pupils and teaching staff, and 
made the presentation of a 
smoking outfit.

All present then joined in 
singing “For He’s a Jolly Good 
Fellow”, followed by three 
hearty cheers.

THE GIPPSLAND NEWS, 
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1 FEBRUARY – 100 UP

Although only in his third 
season as an apprentice jock-
ey, Denis MacGregor, second 
son of Mr and Mrs “Chum-
my” MacGregor, of Trafalgar, 
reached the century of wins 
when he landed Vite Cheval 
a winner in the fourth race at 
Caulfield on Saturday.

Three races before, De-
nis had “kicked” Rose Tudor 
home in the first race on the 
same program, at odds of 20/1.

ANNUAL APPEAL
The Trafalgar Fire Brigade 

have now commenced their 
annual appeal and this will be 
conducted during the month 
of February.

As this is the main source 
of fund-raising for the local 
brigade it is hoped that a good 
response will be forthcoming.

ASIAN STUDENTS AT 
TRAFALGAR

On the Australia Day week-
end, a party of Asian students 
were guests of the Trafalgar 
Rotary Club. The 12 students 
were from Burma, Nepal, 
West Pakistan, Malaya and 
Singapore.

Indonesia was represented 
by the only woman of the par-
ty, a nurse doing post graduate 
work.

They were shown around 
the district and the Rotarians 
found their guests congenial 
and stimulating company.

8 FEBRUARY – TRAFAL-
GAR MARCHING GIRLS

Trafalgar Miget Latrobe£es 
this week received acceptance 
for the 13th National Titles 
conducted annually by the 
Australian Girls Marching As-
sociation, this year to be held 
in Perth, Western Australia.

15 FEBRUARY – FOOT-
BALL LIFE MEMBERS

Three outstanding club-
men were, at Thursday eve-
ning’s annual meeting of the 
Trafalgar Football Club, suit-
ably rewarded for their years 
of endevours in the interest 
of the game when they were 
elected as life members – an 
honour not easily a£ained and 
only given to those who have 
served the club faithfully and 
well.

The recipients were: Alan 
Erbs, Leo Donovan and Jack 
Parke.

Also, at the Latrobe Val-
ley Football League’s annual 
meeting on Sunday, Mr Ern 
Taylor of Trafalgar was made 
a life member of that body for 
services over many years.

YARRAGON RED CROSS
The Yarragon Red Cross 

branch has arranged for 

First Aid and Home Nursing 
courses to commence during 
March.

These courses will be pre-
ceded by a lecture night on the 
effects of the atomic weapons.

22 FEBRUARY – ARITH-
METIC AT TRAFALGAR 
STATE SCHOOL

  The Crusenaire Method of 
teaching arithmetic has been 
adopted by the Trafalgar State 
School, and it is hoped that the 
introduction of this method 
will improve the standard of 
arithmetic in the school.

TRAFALGAR INFANT 
WELFARE CENTRE

  Sister Mehan has un-
doubtedly gained the confi-
dence of the mothers of the 
district, as out of 61 births no-
tified in the last 12 months, 60 
babies a£ended and through 
the year she saw an average 
of one child every 10 minutes 
whilst in a£endances, mak-
ing a total of 1490 visits. She 
also assisted by weighing and 
measuring the children prior 
to the doctor’s visit.
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ANDREW HOUSE,  
TRAFALGAR 
The member for Narracan, 
Mr Ian Maxfield, announced 
on 16 January that the Bracks 
Government is providing $3.8 
million to redevelop and ex-
pand Andrews House Hostel 
in Trafalgar.

West Gippsland Health-
care Group, which runs the 
30-bed hostel, will contribute 
up to $155,000 to the project.

JUDY WINS MEDALLION
Australia Day in the Baw 

Baw Shire was a special day 
for one well-known Trafalgar 
resident.

Judy Bishop, who is an inte-
gral and dedicated member of 
the Trafalgar community, was 
awarded an Australia Day me-
dallion by the Baw Baw Shire.

COMMUNITY BANK LAYS 
FOUNDATIONS 

Since the Trafalgar Com-
munity Bank opened in late 
November last year, support 
for it has been very good ac-
cording to branch manager 
Bryan Leaf.

New customers have been 
steadily opening accounts, 
which has kept the staff busy.

Trafalgar On The Move
Frank Hernadi writes: Tra-

falgar has never been more 
exciting or buoyant than now, 
with many new projects hap-
pening. The opening of the 
new Community Bank gives 
Trafalgar and district future 

assured banking facilities and 
is a very historic community 
venture.

In the past two months, ev-
ery vacant shop has been let, 
with five different new types 
of retail businesses opening.

Trafalgar is very lucky that 
we have the basic businesses 
in place to make a township 
like Trafalgar very viable to 
live in.

Operating 33 years as an 
Estate Agent, I have never seen 
such enthusiasm and confi-
dence by locals and outside 
interest to invest in Trafalgar.

LION CLUB EXCHANGE
Trafalgar Lions Club con-

tinued its long history of 
involvement with the Lions 
Youth Exchange Program re-
cently, when Barry and Mar-
garet Lane hosted Japanese 
Youth Exchange Yuko Fu-
kamachi for two weeks in De-
cember and January.

During her short stay in 
Trafalgar, Yuko visited many 
places of interest, including 
Phillip Island where she really 
enjoyed the penquin parade, 
koalas and kangaroos.

Yuko enjoyed shopping and 
sight-seeing in Melbourne, 
and spending an Aussie 
Christmas and New Year with 
Barry and Margaret.

“DROP IN” A SUCCESS 
Young people have discov-

ered the Trafalgar Youth Re-
source Centre (TYRC) is the 
place to be this summer.

Demand has seen the Cen-
tre increase its hours to ac-
commodate the large number 
of young people wanting to 
use the service.

A sea of bikes and skate-
boards lead the way to its open 
doors.

NEW COMFORT STATION
Construction of Trafalgar’s 

new Comfort Station has been 
completed and hopefully is 
meeting everybody’s needs.

The new facility will be 
much easier to clean and 
maintain and is a valuable as-
set for the community.

SUCCESSFUL SOCCER 
YEAR

The Trafalgar Senior Soc-
cer team had its most success-
ful year to date finishing third 
in the Home and Away Series 
and making it to the pre-
liminary final of the Top Four 
Competition. All in all, it was a 
very successful season.

World Day of Prayer this year will be held on Friday, 
March 4th at St. John's Church, Trafalgar, commencing 
at 1:30 pm. It is the annual ecumenical service which 
focuses on  a particular country, telling about the history, 
geography and current needs of that country. This year we 
will be learning more about, and praying for, the people of 
England, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The Service will 
be followed by a¤ernoon tea, and the chance for socialis-
ing (Covid permi£ing). Everyone is welcome!
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Monsignor John 
Allman PE died in 
the early hours of 

Friday morning, December 
10 in Traralgon.  

 Monsignor Allman was a 
significant contributor the 

Catholic Diocese of Sale over 
the last 70 years, known af-
fectionately as ‘The Mons’. 

 A Vigil Mass for the re-
pose of the soul of Monsi-
gnor Allman was held on 
Sunday, December 19 at St 

Michael’s, Traralgon and a 
Pontifical Requiem Mass 
was held Monday, Decem-
ber 20 at St Mary’s Cathe-
dral, Sale.  

Monsignor Allman was 
buried at Sale Cemetery. 

Vale Monsignor 
Allman 

 The late Monsignor John Allman. This photo is a one of a series of photographs taken by 
the painter in preparation for a portrait that proudly hangs in the Cathedral Presbytery, 
Sale. (Photo: Catholic Diocese of Sale).

St Joseph’s Primary 
School recently held 
their biannual school 

concert.  The script was 
produced by a small group 
of motivated students who 
eagerly embraced the chal-
lenge.  

Excitedly and with the 
guidance of our amazing mu-

sic teacher Raelee Hill, ‘The 
Lost Genie’ was brought to 
life.  

The concert was per-
formed in a COVID-safe en-
vironment outside on the 
school grounds. The sun was 
shining brightly on the stars 
as they danced, sang and 
acted out their extraordinary 

talents. 
Parents and families were 

amazed at the creativity and 
ability of the performers, art-
ists, musicians and authors 
of the play. 

It was a wonderful family 
night enjoyed by all present.

School concert at 
St Joseph’s 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

2022 has arrived. I won-
der what it will bring. Will 
it bring busyness, more 

activities, things to get done and 
will it seem even shorter than 
last year? Have you made any 
New Year resolutions? I think 
that this year a good resolution 
would be to be ‘fearless’. 

Our society seems al-
most to get energy from 
fear, fear that we won’t 
have the latest gadget, have 
read the newest book, have 
heard the latest news or gos-
sip. This is what advertising 
is based on so we go out and 
spend more money. Politi-
cal campaigns seem to run 
on how terrible life will be if 
the other side are in power. 
Even health systems - have 
you had a skin check, do you 
follow this preventative be-
haviour?

I think that some of the 
mental health issues that 

seem so common come 
from this fear. We can make 
minor things into major 
‘what ifs?’ Yet, I know that 
in my life, most of the di-
sasters have been totally 
unexpected, I could not 
have prepared for them, ac-
cidents, unexpected illness 
or death or weather events. 
Nothing I did could have 
stopped them happening or 
made me more prepared for 
them and I survived, some-
times flourished, through a 
change I didn’t plan, there 
was even unexpected joy or 
benefit in them.

My New Year resolution 
is to live more in the mo-
ment and not worry about 
tomorrow. Go out into the 
garden and sit down and do 
what I notice then. Maybe 
the lawn will get mowed less 
because it looks more invit-
ing to pick flowers, prune a 
bush or sit at the edge of a 

garden and do some weed-
ing. I think the garden will 
survive and may even flour-
ish because it is loved and 
cared for where it needs 
the a�ention. The same 
philosophy can be applied 
to people and relationships 
- who needs a�ention and 
love? Who can I help? Who 
do I really want to spend 
time with?

When we live in the mo-
ment and don’t worry too 
much about the future, 
there is more space for joy 
and other people. Accidents 
and unpleasant events will 
still happen but we won’t 
have wasted today being 
fearful about them. The dog 
may have more walks, fam-
ily more conversations, new 
friends made and we could 
make a difference in the 
world or one person’s life.

Reflection
Words by Moria Dodsworth

By Katherine Balfour

Ayla Farrell and Erin Kondo 
during the concert. 

Stella Chapman at the micro-
phone. 

Anton Istraty in full charac-
ter. 

On Thursday, Novem-
ber 18 the graduating 
class of Year 12 2021 

at Trafalgar High School con-
gratulated three key award-
ees from the school commu-
nity at a valedictory dinner at 
the Trafalgar Public Hall. 

While COVID safety re-
quirements limited the num-
ber of a�endees to students 
only, families watched on a 

live stream and the wider 
community contributed with 
the donation of flowers for 
the room decorations.  

Announced as the 2021 
Valedictorian of Trafalgar 
High School, Ellie De Van Der 
Schueren thanked her fami-
ly, especially her siblings, for 
the support role they have 
played over the year and her 
educational journey.  

Also awarded was Emma 
Hagley with the 2021 Princi-
pals Award for outstanding 
excellence in academic ap-
proach.

Declan Morrison received 
the 2021 VCAL Excellence 
Award. 

Traf High recognises award 
winners from graduating class 

By Wombat Lyons 

Trafalgar High School VCAL 
Excellence Award winner for 
2021 Declan Morrison, Prin-
cipals Award for outstand-
ing excellence in academic 
approach Emma Hagley 
and Valedictorian Ellie De 
Van Schueren, pictured with 
principal Jane Mersey. 








